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Introduction: Participation in NSW cancer screening programs is lower amongst women from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds, particularly Arabic speaking, Chinese and Vietnamese women. The Cancer Institute NSW has run mass media campaigns for both cervical and breast screening between 2007 and 2009. A community grants program was also conducted in 2007/08 to extend the reach of a breast screening campaign. 

Despite some successes in regards to raising awareness and increasing participation, there remains a need to further build on this work as part of a broader strategy to increase the rates of breast and cervical screening amongst Arabic speaking, Chinese and Vietnamese women. The combination of language and cultural barriers play a significant role in the overall poor participation by these women in screening programs. 

Methods:  Expert advice has been sought to inform the development of a communication strategy to specifically encourage Arabic speaking, Chinese and Vietnamese women to participate in breast and cervical screening. As part of this process, consultation is being conducted with key stakeholders from relevant service providers, ethno-specific community organisations and Arabic speaking, Chinese and Vietnamese women.  

Progress: The development of the CALD Cancer Screening Communications Strategy for NSW is in progress and is scheduled to be completed by March 2010.  This paper will present the outcomes from the consultation and an outline of the newly developed communications strategy.   

Conclusion: The development of a CALD Cancer Screening Communication Strategy will assist the BreastScreen NSW and the NSW Cervical Screening Programs to develop strong links with local community networks and to engage with Arabic speaking, Chinese and Vietnamese women. This is seen as an important process in encouraging participation in breast and cervical screening.



Trim Record: E10/01531
