Peace Building for Dialogue and Inclusion. A Social Health community based program of the people, by the people and for the people.  

When in October 2007 news reports announced the Federal government was shutting its doors to African Refugees Sudanese communities across Australia felt an enormous burden to examine how it was that they had become the “unwelcome migrants”. Many in the Sudanese community felt unjustifiably targeted while others felt internal conflicts were sabotaging any efforts at unity, dialogue or inclusion. With this predicament in mind and with little to no resources the Sudanese community of Launceston, Tasmania embarked on a journey of self discovery, self sufficiency and consciousness raising that resulted in 3 months of peace building work. This paper explores this journey; how a UNHCR peace education program was modified and implemented not by professional community workers but by community it self; and why such approaches offer communities and health professionals across Australia a chance to innovate, challenge racism and learn from self and other.
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