Are sexual health promotion campaigns appropriately developed to match the knowledge about HIV/AIDS among newly emerging communities ?
Knowledge about HIV was investigated in West African women who had migrated recently from refugee camps in Africa to Perth, Western Australia.  The aim of the study being presented was to determine the level of comprehension and knowledge about HIV transmission, and attitudes towards condom use.  Participants’ beliefs about how HIV is spread, risk and protective factors and the effectiveness of condom use against sexually transmissible infections were explored.  The impact on women’s wellbeing and their relationship with partners, arising from the negative attitudes that are maintained about condom use were also investigated.  The findings highlight a need for educational programs and health promotion campaigns aimed at sexual health to be tailored to meet the needs and cultural sensitivities of newly emerging communities.  For comparison, knowledge about HIV was also investigated in a convenience sample of Australian women matched for age and education with the West African women.
