Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Awareness Raising based on the Western Australian Program on FGM
The aim of the Western Australian Program on FGM is to maintain a community education program for the prevention of FGM. This is consistent with the aim of
the National Program.

FGM is defined by the World Health Organisation as comprising ‘all procedures that involve partial or total removal of the female genitalia and/or injury to the female genital organs for cultural or any other non-therapeutic reasons’.
The WHO estimates that approximately 130 million women across the globe have undergone the procedure and that 2 million girls are at risk of being circumcised each year.

There are growing numbers of migrant women in Australia who have undergone FGM in their countries of birth. Some of these women find the negative reaction to a procedure they consider important and central to their beliefs difficult to understand. They can be offended by the very fact that the procedure is named female genital mutilation. Handling this sensitive cultural matter with care is therefore paramount when dealing with FGM affected communities.
Further, their daughters who have been raised in Australia and understand the health impact of FGM, can resist having the procedure performed on themselves or their own daughters. This can lead to tension and conflict within families and communities.

Young women who have undergone FGM can experience difficulties as they assimilate into the broader Australian culture. They can be embarrassed by the difference to their genitalia and this affects their intimate relationships. It may also expose them to ridicule from partners or female friends who do not know about or understand the practice.

FGM is a violation of basic human rights and is an extreme example of the general subjugation of women. FGM is a form of violence against female children and violates the human rights of children when performed on infants and on young children who have no formed judgement and are not able to consent to a procedure which is undertaken at an age when they are vulnerable and dependent on their parents’ wishes.

The one hour power point presentation comprises of explanation on:

The definition of FGM, communities practicing FGM, why is FGM practised?, the law and FGM in Western  Australia. 

The different types of FGM and the health impact will be presented on a 12 minutes

DVD by a gynaecologist.

