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Migration is part of Australia’s recent history and development.  Australia is one of the most multicultural countries in the world.  Statistics indicate that around one quarter of the Australia population were born overseas and almost half (around 40%) have at least one parent born overseas (ed. Carrington, McIntosh, Walmsley 2007).  While the significant contribution made by migrants is  broadly recognised, Australia’s migration policy, laws and regulations continue to evolve in response to the changing global environment and public opinion.  This paper reviews the impact of the domestic/family violence (DV/FV) provisions in Australian migration law on immigrant women experiencing domestic violence.  It looks at the migration legislation, defines the target group and the significance of DV, analyses the data of claims against the DV/FV provisions, discusses the barriers faced by immigrant women and the effect on service provision, using data collected from Heira House, and finally draws conclusions that demonstrate the social justice concerns within Australia’s migration system.

The research has been commissioned by Toora Women Incorporated.  Toora provides a range of crisis accommodation services in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) for women.  One of their services is Heira House which provides crisis accommodation and related services to women, unaccompanied by children, who are homeless due to domestic violence.  Toora commenced operation in 1983 and Heira House in 1992.  The primary audience for the paper are the management, staff and residents of Toora, Heira House and the Women’s Health Network in the ACT.  In is anticipated that the paper will have a wider audience within migrant, women and health community groups and government departments.
