Talking Faiths – an interfaith project bringing students together to share their stories.
Tatiana Mauri, Community Engagement Manager, Immigration Museum, Museum Victoria
Abstract
Addressing Conference themes
Modern Multiculturalism, Multi-faith Issues, Education and Training
Introduction
The Immigration Museum, with funding support from the Victorian Multicultural Commission, and working  in partnership with the Well Spring Centre and Melbourne Interfaith and Intercultural cluster have created  Talking Faiths, My story, your story, our story.  The project documents conversations and dialogue of students from  Catholic, Islamic, Jewish and secular Government schools and is currently showcased both as an exhibition and an online resource at the Immigration Museum.
Both the Building Bridges and Socratic Circles models aim to foster trust, understanding, respect and friendship between students from different faiths, cultures, and communities in Melbourne. Both projects identify the crucial role of structured conversations where differences can be negotiated and recognised as the potential for positive community building.
Method
130 students from different faith backgrounds participated in a series of workshops.  Students engaged in dialogue both virtual and face to face. Activities promoting an understanding of ‘other’ ultimately contributed to the building of an exhibition and an online education resource. The documentary makers produced both video and photographic content reflecting the journey of the participants providing a visual guide to facilitating interfaith dialogue.  The online resource and guide for teachers, students and the broader interfaith community  links to both state and national curriculum.
Results/Outcomes
The Talking Faiths model has been made available to teachers and facilitators of interfaith dialogue nationally. It is intended the project fosters and develops stronger  links with interfaith, CALD and multicultural communities.
Conference Benefits
The session will profile the making of Talking Faiths, its objectives and targeted outcomes. Delegates will be given an online tour of the Talking Faiths resource with multimedia and photographic excerpts  of both the exhibition and the teaching resource.


