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Objective: It has been reported that migration can increase the risk of suicide. Previous studies have also found that suicide rates of migrants are more aligned with the rates of their homeland. This study aimed to analyse suicide rates among first-generation migrants in Australia from 1974 to 2006 and compare their suicide risks against the Australian population. 

Method: Suicide rates and risks from 1974 to 2006 were calculated using the Minor Group Classification. All rates were age-standardised using the World Standard Population for age 15+ years. Rate ratios (RR), with a 95% confidence interval were calculated to compare the suicide rates in different COB. 
Result: Suicide rates showed a decreasing time trend for all COB groups for both genders in Australia. The lowest suicide rates were found in 2004-2006, compared to other year groups. Throughout the study period, males born in Eastern Europe, Northern Europe, Western Europe and New Zealand had the highest suicide rates (15+ years) in Australia.  For females, the highest rates were among those born in Western Europe and the United Kingdom (including Ireland). Male and female migrants born in North Africa and the Middle East, Southern and Central Asia and South East Asia showed the lowest suicide rates in Australia.
Conclusion: This study showed an overall decrease in the suicide risk for both genders. However, the study also showed slightly higher suicide rates among European migrants, compared to the rates of their home countries.  To better understand this, an analysis of years of residency and age-specific suicide rates among immigrants in Australia is required.

