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This paper addresses the issue of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Victoria. The Family and Reproductive Rights Program (FARREP) was established in 1998 as a primary response to increasing populations from countries that practice FGM settling in Australia.

The establishment of FARREP matched with the influx of refugees and humanitarian entrants from the African continent. Hence, health promotion policies and responses addressed cultural sensitivities and needs of these migrant populations.

In Victoria FGM is associated with highly visible African communities. However, the World health Organisation (WHO) indicates that FGM is practiced in countries from Latin America, Africa, Middle East, and South East Asia. 

Why has FGM remained a marginalised sexual and reproductive health rights issue? What informs the system to focus on particular FGM affected communities more than others? What are the structural and cultural factors that influence the provision of FARREP services in Victoria?

This paper will explore the rich intersection of issues including human rights, child protection, race, ethnicity, gender empowerment and inequity, cultural belonging and legislation that inform the past and current public health response to the prevention of FGM in Victoria. 

Why does FGM have the status of highly contested ‘Other’ within the sector of sexual and reproductive health?

What are the adaptive challenges that face us in broadening our response to FGM?

Given that the populations affected by FGM are many and not confined to a particular ethnic or religious background, what multi-sectoral involvement is required to reach all FGM affected communities in Victoria? 
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