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Under theme of:  “Cultural integrity in service delivery”
Supporting Vietnamese drug offenders.
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A lot has been learned about how to maintain cultural integrity in the delivery of healthcare services.  But how does this knowledge translate into the field of Justice Health?  This paper outlines some of the issues faced by Vietnamese drug offenders while they are imprisoned, and during their transition from prison to the community.  We describe a project piloted in NSW at the Drug & Alcohol Multicultural Education Centre (DAMEC), which aimed to prevent relapse to drug use and criminal recidivism for Vietnamese drug offenders.  The project employed a bilingual Vietnamese Transitions Worker to provide intensive case management support to participants and their families.  A great deal of intersectoral  partnership work was also undertaken at both management and clinician levels.  With evaluation over the short-term suggesting early signs of success, this model may be useful for working with offenders from other culturally diverse backgrounds.
